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COVBR by KE.SLER

S0L 1s being published at Its editors
sugmer address of 704 South Princeton,
Villa Park, Illincis. JAifter much
disgrunted struggle with this differ-
ent typer the wditor has resigned
himself to samll type for this part of
the lssue to prevent getiting this ¢
when you want tH s,,. This i3 the
ennlesrsary lssue us havi ng a ono year
old fanzine this issuc. &1l Wmaek
issues are yours for a dime. Thla

is No. 6. 1




THIS IS3UES EII TORI.LL IS peally being writt-
en in SO0Litude, a SOLitude from fnndom, as I have
moved to a summer addeees, where I mmst, I. =
mimeo the anniversary issue, and IT..work for
anough money for the Chicon. WE must also,
write a longish, column-like editorial to try
and get near the number of pages we promlsed.

Although this is only our first anniversary,
. weld 11E to reflect thepast issues of our magazines
in our editorinl mirror,

syt e awm Ve

qu’first issue was mailed out 1n late June an

nnd early July of Bash year, It was pwenty
pages thick, mimeod on 161b paper (both sides)
and m: serpbly reproduced. It contained three
articles, (ome by Rog Phillips) two fiction
peices, and two book reviews. Ve had our
editorirl, SOLitude, and an invitation to

write to "THe Circular File" our letter column.
It wes very thin, with only twenty pages of
meterial, and contained a countless number of
typegrephicnl errora. At the time 1t was finished
I had seen possibly five fenzines, and hd anly =a
vunge idea of what a fanzine looked like.

The cover was hectographed and had what reviewer
Bixby called 'n snydrome picture of same({SOL)})
on the cover" There were 41 copies mimeod,

and T o pefully distributed some through fandom.
Too this day, I still have copies (about 5 or 6)
of that flrat issue left, and am ppobably the
on}y fan edltor who has reached the sixth issue
of his fanzine wsithout being com le ely sold

eub of firstilgsues. You completists ecan still
have it for a dime,.too. What can be briefly
sald about the first 1ssue of SOL is this:

It was like moast flrst 1issues, dioppily mineod
H2=-
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and carryingffétion. The material I secured

for that first issue I belleve was above average
for first issues; my book reviews Wyre by Gerry
de la Roy, possibly one of the best fan reviewors
of books to date, I had an articlse by Rog Phillipg,
lifted (with h$ permission) from a ranther amus-
ing letter he sent me. I wrote en article

on my fd lure %o convert a glrl to stf. (which
may sound fuggheaded by brought may favorable
replys} and Arthur Boagland (who hes some fiction
in this issue) 8id an artiecle eanlled, VIDEO,
NOTHING BUT THE CurTaIN? "hich discomrsed on

the lack of mature stf. programs on televlsion.
Bob Silverberg and J. Edward Davis had so e
fiction in it., .ill in all, as fer as material
went it wnsK't to bad as first issues go.

The second issue, produced shortly after
my reburn from Illinols contrined a bit of
Heffmania, picked up from reading to many
Juandries. . touch of it hasgs still remsined
to this day. TRat issue saw the lnaugeration
of two columnists, Harvey Gibbs, and Shelby Vickm
both of which (although one .only in vauge sense}
are still with us &oday. There was a fletion
piece, bt this ti & a really good one, written
by Gerry de 1a Rec, and reprinted-from a few
ysars bnack., It was one of those prose pastels like
found in the earlier Juendp¥s. I had = lengthly
letter column including & letter from Williswm
who has been in every letter column I've ever run.
The c¢olumn ran about B pages and proved to be,
as in later issues, my biggest ferture.

The third issue, was in many scnse's what
Redd Boggs termed " 2 step in the wrong direction®,
In this I managed to loose columnist Romanoff
who hsd been turning out a rather intresting column
in the first two pssties{ I slsc tried printing
the entire fanz ne In red, a most ho rible
mistake. I have only a few coples of this
left, ng most pages were to horrible to wish
off on anybody, and on y a few good © ples vere
mede. It ontained an article by my mother
ON POGO {which, when my circula: on increnses
n cunsldarabl - exten?, and
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abbt, nnd when enough time has bassed I
will reprint) and the firstcolumn by Lee
Hoffman. It ould have been an exelent issue
if it hsd received the proper amount of mimeo~
care that It should have. It had a slik screen
cover by Richalex Kirs, and our first masthads,
the contents one by Kirs, and the SQLItude
mastkad by Richard *ard.

The fourth, md dast issuc beBore this
big mailing was the best todate. Contoining
a hoffman column complete with little people,
a gerious article ahou fnnzine reviewers by
Bob Silverberg, an amusing article on time by my
mother, two book reviows by GM. Carr, my other
two rem alr columnists, my letter column (changed
-in the previous issuc from "the Circular File"
to "Egoboo") and n few other items, 1t was the
moest mimeod and metx widely distrubeted issue
to data., Of the 120 copies only 10 or so arae left.
SOL #5, the issud devoted to Willis, is included
with this issue, =2nd_ontains various pigeces of
material about or b, Walt. This present issua,
running over thirty pages, has no letter column,
and consists purely of two of my columns and
several e«rticles, sorious and othrwisec. Bob
Silverberg, heg outdone his dong srticle last
issue by com ng up with a six pager, all about
Science fiction snthologles. Talter Willis
writemshis first article for SQL, CUMES ThE
REVEL.TLCN,

PERSON.LLITIES: Has anyone heard of Su Rosen,
2 rather intresting fem. fannce from the Minneaptklis
area? Rather intrcsting is putting it m-1ldly.
She has = plece or.two in the fiction section and
a cartoon in this igsue. Onc of the better
fan writers (who coped first prize for both
fietion nnd posrtry in the national scholastic
writing awards contest) she 1s rapldly becoming
wall known in fan circles, and has intentions
of publishing a fanzim in t e near future.
She's on. of the few pradmetic, mature adolcent
feng thet thig editor gets a kick out of
corresponding w®bth. “ish there werce more llke
hert 4
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In the process of CRY(NG INHER SINK, Maerion
Bradley has been doing a blt of disper wrapp-ing
on thisg magrzinae. .ccussed by some of glving
me a "threo podlypopfrerting", she has reviewed
issueg number three and four of this gtalwart
publication with a mnternal coye, =nd encouraging
head pats. I didn't mind however, letting
the reviews pass lightly by. However in her reviow
of the fourth issuc sho steted, "Dave does remark-
nbly well, consldering he is working with
the equivalent of » toy mimeograph..." No .,/
thet was sort of pouring snlt on the wounds.
after nll #Marion, 1 feed this drmn, thing my
life's blood, and beecnuse 1t doesn % produce your
precious astendard size fonzlnes imr"no reason to
call 1t » toy. Granted my mimeoclng isn't the
best in thc world, but Itpald damn good moncy for
this monster and don t like to have it palmed
off as 2 toy. The lmpression the average fan
will probobly got is one of me-sitting down in a
eross=legged manner, besany cap tilted at a proper
engle while I turn out copies of my fenzlnes
on a pocket size rubber-stamp machine, whih: one
hand while the other hrnd 1s busily clutching
o lnrge oronge lolly pop which I am licking
on fevurishly. At 1leagt, thet was the impression
I gathcrcd from yar reviow. You don't seom
to renlize that one can nttain a certain amount of
matureclty at an early age, and does not have
to nessicarily be the type of "brat" you probably
associate with carly-sdoleconts. The fact
that I can exchange ldoms with other fans meny
years my scniors, in a reasonablly even-keel
basla, should indlente that I'm not what all
thoso diapers of yours should be wrapped around.
I pride mysclf on boing a little more mentally
mature than the average fellow of my age, and
prids myself on beilng n little more 1literary
along the lines of clessienl mu iec aprecilation,
literary rend ng, ctec. Yhon some one snays
"The baby of fandom is lossing 1ts dinpers", Itm -
apt to get a littlo peeved and devote n whoke
page of my edltorinl defending myself, T'ad
like to have you continue reviewing me, but
I'd wish you'd troeat my revicw with r more adult
approacht

5=
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A few words about the supplaments this isgue:
First of all, we have th gallery #flof fan art,
which contains a fow pictures by a variecty of
fon artists. Fksth therc'!s Dick Yard, about one
of the finest fellows we know who has- just lots
of fan art in the gallery. Th.-n there is a picutre
by Lee Hoffman, n~nd a few by Richalex Kirs and
W, Max Keasler. WE hope you'll like this portfol-
io of four different artsts »nd we hope you
keep this section of thls malling feryeasrs to
comg. It reslly has a lot of fine art in it,

Then of course there is SOL 5, the willis
issuc, .« 11 Willis fanatics will want to keop
this for a collectors item.

Theru_is also a fanfile seoction, whibh,
nlthough not rs larte 2s origin ally intended
hans still juite a bi of nformation on some
fairly well-known fang. =2 E .

Then therc is the fition sectlion. “Vekrd
really proud of this one. We'lve gbtalot of good
fictlon in this section, some stuff with time
really spent on. This isn't run-of-the-mill
fon fietion, 1t has some really top-flight
stuff in 1%, of almost professionnl guality.
Vetd like to look in® our fiction section,
(designed to emalate » r ozine), and loock good,
becauge we f.el you'll really like it.

Well, our big mailing it secems is carrying
us over the eighty pages we promised as 2 min-
amam for this issuey Wo'lve really sweanted through-
this igsue, which originally “scheduled for June.
Tha some sent-out material didnIt come in,
snd then it was timec to get out to Illinois,
and SOL wasn't mi e0d, "nd s me materiazl wasn't
cut yet. Bhen I got an add published in Juandry
nnnoucning the date of publicntion as June 15.
I got a cogple of rejuests from thht. Then T got
out inIllinols and got a log infection whieh
set me up for = couple of weeks. I started
sending out letturs of napology for the delsy
in 30L.

i
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Then we got on our feet ardl started mimgoing,
which brlqs us pp to nigh onto «ugust, and

SOL just gebting out, We areso horribly late
in true S50u fashion that ¢  ar. aimost nfreid
that some of the less Optimistic aomgeg you had
given us up for dend. Now we discover that we
arc out of stcencils and that we s711l have » fow
more things to cut. That wouldn't be bad, but
being thnt this frnzine is anch = dlffercnt

type erittor that we have a differ nt size stehells
thnt these charwming ret-ilers out here ijust
don't seem to sell, ©» I must ord:r them dircct
from spzod-orprint., Delays, delays, delays,

it seoms someti e that thls fonzine will

never get out.

There is n chrp here that sends me
afwully flattering letters, Takenn thls fellow
Henry Odcn. He says in part,

"I'm trying to get a2 fanzlne started, too,
but T need more mrterial. Well, I dveided to retum
OTher World's favor and print &n issue on fandoms
editors, 4and I'd apprcciate it if you would
send me a fairly ompletc autobolgraphy
of yourself along with wour pieture and your
zine. I'm writing other prominecht fsn figures,
too, but you are the first. Sure thank you.

Henry Oden”
Now the lotter was dated iay 30th, and -I haven't
cven had the chance to so some good Esstern
courtesy »nd sond him a nice lengthly reply.
Since I'm boing selfish nnd printing my boig-
raphy in my own fanfile, I wouldnt be able to conti
ribute much, but maybe some of you f-n-editors
that recad this herc journnl can send him somcthing,
dnyway his nddress 1s 2317 Myrté Strect, lexndd rin,
Louisiana.

Woll, thrts =sbout »11 I'd boetter say for
now. Six pages 1s enough wind for any ceditpinl.
Looking things ove it seums I've got thrty four
pages in this sectlon rlone, By the way, 1f
you woant to mcet this mandane editor in person
come on out to Chicego fo the convontlon, amd
I'1ll sce you therac.

The Editor.
" .
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To be honest, this is more in the way of
publicity thron anything else. 'Veé hope you ;
won't mind because e feel th-t you may be iptoee
@sted In what w2 hve to say. 4t rny rate, we
bellcve that you will want to r.od these fow words.

By the Ediltors

By the tlme you roud thils we hooe to have the
first issuc of our now magnzine=-«~FaNTeSTIC WWRLD3%-
rondy for distribution. For the benlfit of those
who won't b2 se ing th first issuc, we offor this
instend; inth ropos that you might ‘w-nt to sce
the sccond is ue.

FanluoTIC VORWws is a lithograph.d, 54
x Bg" quarterly.

™. will be using off-triil weird, frntrsy,
~nd sciencce fiction, prefurably from 500 to 2,500
words, of types not resdily found in the c¢stab-
lished maegazin:s.(such s whore God is - charsc-
ter), and picces tioct are neith r flesh nor fowl
-=-giich ags » tale that 1s too "wolrd" for stf.
meegs and too scicencoe-fietional for VIEPD T..LsS,.
Mature satlire and philospphieal overtonas arc
cspecliall desired, althoughwe hope, too, for
humerous matorial.

Jrticlesenrill fosture boekground metoerinl
ir the gonre, such 2s writer biopreshioss, fan
proftiles, nows and historics of fantrsy publica-
tions and orminization. Werli use some mtirinl
on the unknown »nd supurnatural. I

1
Ve wyant PLNTLYVLT UTLJS £o apperl not only
to the active stf. fars but alseo to allarger Sroemy
of renders who, whid introsked in lmaglinative
literaturs, remeoin inactive in fan affuairs. Vo
Ro.c to develen inho ~ profes ional-type puab-
lication watoco zon wadvide n stopping-stoneffor
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newer wariters <nd aplwce whor> steblished anthors
srnd :(ditors con 1 t th:ir helir down in both fiction
and srticles.

Paymnt is inthc form of e¢rkh prizss from 3
te 10 dollars ss datermined by re~dor vote. I8
oxecptional c¢rscs v may moke o smell sdditinnal
paymant on accoptancc. 11 rights cxeapt those
of first american magozine publicntion romainthe
property of thoe euthor. Tho mgezine 1s coosyright-
ed.

Ve sre rlso intrested inshortppoatry, fillers,
jokes, cortoons, ~nd mrtwork.

Froapt r ports will be mad on nll submiscions
and ronsons for rej:ction will accompany returned
manuscripts.

Somple copics arc 254, a yoarss subscriptiom
1.0,

Matsrisl and querls:s may be sent cithor tos

Ed Ludwig

Editor, F..il.oTIc vOhLus
1942 Telograph vomo
Stockton; Cclifornin

or to:

Jan Pomanoff

Menaging sditor, F.NLL.STIC ORuLus
26601 co. "Tosturn

~Apb. 341, Lomita, C~lifornia.

Weo rlrosdy have sceurcd mat risl from
such pvople ra: milton Lesssr, Clark ashton 3mlth,
Dr. Xcllur, Forrest J. .ckermmn, ¥illina F., Temple,
E.&. Bvens, ¥ris Hevilloe, &. Bertram Chandler,
~ugnst Derlerth, Stenton .i. Voblentz, -nd ..rthur
J. Burks. .l1lso such £ ns ~s: Lo Hoffman, Sh-lby
¥ick, Beb Silv:rberg, Vernon L. keCaln, vValtor
¥4llis, Bob Ilvekr, Vincs Clerke, Bob Shaw, J.T.
OYtvar, Glivec Jackson, Peter J. Eidlay G.#, Carr
and wmany oo . ~
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Cur first 1s ue fiatur:s o long artlcle by
the guiding light of ..rkhum Housc-~-jugust Lerleth,
titled, “"The «rkham Housc Story.”" Thoro will also
be ~ humorous articlc by %alter Willls~--"The Imm-
ortal Gnel." . short story by Forrest J. ackerman.
Then thoere will be » faw more short storlos, ~nd
our reglilar depurtments, "“ht With Ty¢ gaitor,"

"In Genoral® “Meot Onr Contributors" and begining
with our sceond issuc, "Lotfors to the sditor."

«ftor reodin: what we hnve just soet down
herc, we fecl cortoln you will w~nt to look into
this.

POGO PUSTSCRIPYS
i
Eldon K. Sverctd

((£ldon XK. Everrt, never onc to ba ontdonc when
1t comes to rescareh, c¢ome up with some intrest-
ing frets, and proof for you who d4id not remome-
ber Pogo ns originolly 1lbert. .. collection of
Intresting Pogo facts for you Pogo fons.=Ed.))

I romember when 1t was ilbert™, snd soms=-
time during 1344it becnme"..lbert ond Pogols 1In
the carlicr dnys of th strip; .lburt snnd Pogo were
good fricnds, but if .lbort cver got hungry, hetd
grab ug the pan and start chesing Pogo. 4t onc
time he 4id ¢t Both Pogo rnd the porkypine, but
they came out all right.

Also in .nimal Coinles, Koelly had two other
strips- onc w-s "Goozy"', sbout » chimp; and the
other, which far outshone ..1burt and Pogo, wns
¢nllod (a2t different tlaes) "nibble' nnd.or
"“1bble and Nubbloe". Nibtlo being tho mouseiin
the derby hat whiech appe~red in th: rPogo book, nand
FMub»1le being o rother stupld kltten. Taking the
part of Churchy 1la Femme was » parrot, ~ni rlso
includad wns 2 §og wlth a British accent.

-sldon K, everott
-l0=



COMES THE
REVELATION

Rovealed by Walt %illis & -

The corporesl manifestation of the divine
belne who founded the Toscoelte faith, ¥nown in
his bodily form as Corporesl .urthur ¥app, recent-
ly announced a new revelation to fankind. This
was, on the surface, merely a suggestion that
fandom should adopt a new calender. The lmport-
ance of the suggestion was recognized by even the
infidel Hoffman, for she jucted it both in thie
magazine and in FULNDRY, but we Roscoeltes lmow
that the great Tapp would not have intended his
megsage to be given such a frivolous interpre-
tatlon. ¥Wo, we mst look deeper. " must read
between tle lines--and, if necessary, up and down
the margine., Like many other mystics' utterances,
this one was expressed In terms unintelligible
to the heathen and comprehensible to the devout
only after fasting and meditation. Stnce I
have beesn sitting here for the last half hoir
wond ring when Madeleine is going to get ny supper
ready I am probably one of the first fans to be

in & position to interpret the Papp Revelation
correctly.

First, we must ask ourselves, is the exalst-
ing calender wrong for fandom? VYell, filrst, ob-
viously the days are too short. No actifan
ever finds then long mough for all the fanning
he has to do. Secondly, the years are too long.,
The intervals between conventions is much to
great. .nd thirdly, trke months are too short.
~ak anyone whe ev r tried to produce a monthly
Tanzine, even Lee Hoffman. But none of thesge
things can be changed by law. They depend upon
the rotation of the ZIarth on its axis, of the
Zerth sround the sun, and of the moon around the
garth. g would have to-live onsa different



planet if ve wanted s cadlender to sult fandom.
and that, friends, 1s the Inner meanling of the
Rapp Message! The calend r of thls planet 1s
not natural for us because e are natives of an-
other. We really are star-begottent!

Let us vigusalise a cltilisati n which has
developed an interstellar drive. “Vhat sort of
people would they be? For the anser look at our
own world. How many non-fans do you know that
have the sllghtest intrest in space flight? Not
one! Who are the only people tha* are intrested?
Science fiction fans! Therefore any great inter-
g7lactic civilisation would be a fan civilization.
Imagine 1t, a whole galaxy full oT fans, all
writing and publishing, fueding and organizing,
coming and going in fannish friendship! 4nd im-
agine a great spaceship, manned by neophen, carry-
ing a group of Galactic BNF's to some Cosmic
Convention. It crashes on so.e obscure planet.
The drive can not be repalred. The rad o is
smashed. T"ey are lost. WVith trew fannish cour-
age they decide to try and build life anew on
this savage world. Bravely they fight the hostile
enviroment while stlll struggling to preserve
there fannish way of life.s But the odds are too
great. s time goes on the carefully hoarded
stocks of mimeograph ink become exhausted. The
mimeographs themsslves rust and fall.to plecos.
Tho o0ld fannlsh traditions begin to dle out. Phe
Beered Fanzines decay and are greadually forgotten.
Intermarriage takes place with the natives. After
many thousands of years the fannish culture has
disappeared. bBut no, not ali! Preserved 1n the
genes and chromosones of humanity the fannisgh
mind lives on. .nd ev ry now 2nd then there is
born to ap arently nor allparents a viable mitat-
fon which 'e refer to as a'fan.' "Yith some-deep
subconscious raclal memory he sense his fannlsh
ancestry. He knows he 1s different f-om the crass
non-fans around him. Through ridicule snd pers-
ecution he -preserves the living flame handed down
to him fromhls god-llke ancestoras. Knowing deep
down inside that thils world is Not Bnough, he thrns
his eyes up to the atars. To howme! amatur fan
astronemers should look for a planet circling =a
G-type sune evry eight months, rotating on its
exis ev ry 30 hours, and with a sattellte thaving
8ir = woek pericdicity,.

~12-



SCENCE FICTION
ANTHOLOGIES

By Bob Silverberg

Donald 4. Wolheim h:s been a fan for longer
than mbst of us have been alive; he figures prom~
inently in THE IM.ORT. L 3T0RM, and whéneber some
infidel says "Praise Ghu" he is actuslly adding
to Da'V's reknown. =s a profSssiconal, though,
Wolheim 1s responible for editing possibly the
worst prozine of all tilme, VUT OF Thls VOFLD
ADVENTUFES--but few people seam to reallze that
Wollhelm 1s also responsible for the two great-
est evlls of the modern sclence-fiction field:
the 357 prozine snd the science flction anthology.

WolRkéhm was the inltiator of bo h of these;
if he 1s to be Beld to account I would bh me
him more for stemrting the trend towards 35¢. I'm
sure thafr, as he set about edlting RUMANCES UF
SCIENCE FICTIUN in 1942, he hsd no ides he would
set into motlon a cycle of expensive, silly, and
futile anthclogles.,

I'm not sure at all how Wollheim in 1942
and ex-dditor dor the first time (he had just seen
CUSHMLIC SCI&SNCE STORISS adn STITTING 3CIZNCE STORIES
the first of his slx prozines, fold) came to edlk
a sclence fiction anthology for pPocket Books.
But edit it he did, and under the working title
of ROMaNCES OF sCIoddk FICTIUN, which became
THE POCARTBLUR JF SCILENCE FICTIUN by the tine thae
first printing was distributed in .March, 1943.

This has subsejuently become a popular 1tam,
conatantly reprinted and kept in print--and for
good reason,too, for of all the fifty or so s-f
anthologies, this is not only the first but alsao
the cheapest and one of the best.

e



SCIaNCH FICTIUN oNTHULUGIsS (2)

In case you havan't seen it, 1t bears an
attrachive cover painting by an unkown -artist -
glth a style similar to Paul's; it is subtitled,
"Fantastic Tales of Super-Science," which is just
about the only way sclence fictlion could be pacle
aged and sold to the public in the pre-boom days
of 1943, o

I have a sentimental feeling for this book,
because 1t was one of my first encounters with
g8=f, shen I found a copy some time in 1847.
48d it certainly 1s a magnificent job.

Wollheim vranged.far and wide for his tan
stories, wiselym he aboided the bem-ridden pulps
of hls day, ehoosing just two stories from
magazines 6f the 1940's, and both from .stoundimm's

heydayi"Mlcroseopic God" (Sturgeon) amd "--and

He Bilt a 8rooked House" (Heinlein). He pluckedi-
three stories from the Gernsback Amazing: "The
Green Splotches," by T.S. Stribling, a timeless
story which one can hardly believe was written im
1920 (published in iAdventure and subsequently
reprinted in imaszing in 1926 and FFM in 1952);
"The Last Man," by the still-popular Wagllace

Nest, dating from 1927; and "1n the ibyss" by
H.G., Vells, - | s

The only other pulp stories in the book were
two of the best of the rather gad 1930t4--"4A
Martian Oddyssey," Weinbeum's justly famous first
story, and Don .\, Stuemt's "T 1light."” T e other
thres stories were by aubhors not connected with
the field: John Collier, Stephen Vincent RBenet,
and ambrose Blerce.

No subsejuent anthology has been able to mated
either the price--2574--of the range of thid an-
thology, covering ss 1% does, representitives
of pudp s-f from the LPRDAaLLIENYs, Aand 1940's,
as well as storlas from the field.
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SCIENCE FICTION aNTHOLUGIES (3)

But -hose er¢ trusly the @ood 61d Dnys,
beceruse 1n those deys anthologiecs ceme two yenrs
apart instead of two hours. The next one did not
appear unhil 1945, and again it was Wollhelm

who edited it--and sgain it was n job rating wihh
the best.

This time 1t was an enthology of novels, s
something rarely seen. @Though, to be sure to
different publishers lssued antholagices of novels
during the seme weck not long ago). It ineluded
another HuBL Wells story, onc which I have never
failed to enjoy: ''he Pirst slen in the loon. #l1so
Included werenovels by John Talne asnd Dovecraft,
Before the Dawm, and Shadow out of Time --and I
feel thet each of these stories 1s the best these
authors have done. Ih concludes with 0d4dd John,
by Stapledon.

Few modern s-f anthologles can offer four

of the greagest s-f stories of all time at 50f
n plece!l

The first of the so-crllced modern-tyve osntin
log es appeared the following yesr, e¢dited by
Groff Conklin--first of many for him--ThE BussT
OF SCLeENCE FICTION. Thls agakn wns = noteworthy
¢ffort, since it drew its maturisl from an un-
tapped ficld (in shapp contrsst to the antholohies
of the p st two years, anthologize from c¢ach other
freoly.) It conterincd fourty stories, meking it
the most comprehensive anbhology ever to sppenr,
though others have had more prnges. 0f these 40,
no lcsgs than 25 cawc from ..gtounding, with one
from T¥3, a few from .mazing, the old Wonder,
and the rest going back as far os Julian huxley,
Conan Doyle, =nd gven Poel

This book, slas, tricd to cover the entire
field and fnilse. :s 2 historicnl work it is
valueable, but much of the fiction contaelined
in it was dull to the point of unresdability,
even though it represents the best work of the
period. JdAccordingly, also in 1946, thers appese-
ed a fourth rnthology, this one virtually op-
posite fr m 1ts predecessor.
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SCIENCE FICTIONANTHOLOGIES $4)

It was aDVENTURES TN TIME AND SPACE, edited
by Raymond Healy and J. Francis McComas. With
997 pages for $2,95 it stands as the biggest
bargin in s-f historyf it also will probably
remain forever as the best anthology of science
fiction to be published.

Editors Healy and McComas made no bones
about representing every type of sclience fiction,s
or aboit printing.a historigal collection.,
They wanted to print the best science fiction,
and to further .this end. the drew all but three
of thelir stories frombthe best science fiction
magazine of all time: iAstounding, circa 1937-43.

The lone exceptions are "Brain,” and S
Fowler Wright never puhlished elsewhere in this
country, the often reprinted "Star Mouse" by
Pred Brown, from Plenet Stéries, and"He "ho
Shrank," the outstanding story of the 1930~194D
smazing. The rempining 32 are all culled
fromidstounding, and of these most cone fpoom
the fertile 1938-41 period.

I suppose this book contains the best stomry
of each ter sver published. There's the best
bem story "Black D"stroyer’ (in the original
version un¢omtminated by Nexialiam.) There's
the best time-trovel story since HG Wells, "By
His Bootstraps?”’ vy Robert Heinlédn. There's
the best space opera, "Symbotica", The best
norror-stf. "Who Goes There," The list goes on
and on...two of the hilarions Gnallegiier stories
by Kuttner...Heinlein's *Roquien”, . .isimov’s
"Nightfall'...van Vogtés '"Weapor Shors'...Padpottis
"The T.onky"..."Farewell To the Master,” Moliy-
wocded into "Day the E rth Stocd $,111°
the contents page reads like the s-f hell of
fame.

If anyone were to rejuire an introductlon
into stf, I'd give him this book. It stands
as the definlte scicence fiction anthology,
at least untll someone else with the caliber
of Campbell comes along.

~16=



SCIENCE FICTIUN a4NTROLOGIES (5)

& couple of more y:ars went by, and thenC
Conklin came out with his-second anthology,
s TREASURY OF S8CIeNCE FICTIUN.,--which is consider-
ably superior to his first book, but plae besdde
the —ealy ~McComas book. It tqkes a leaf from
that volume by including 25 stories from ASF,
chiefly the 1942-48 p riod, and five from othar
sour.ces.,

In rotrospect nenrly fige yeors after
buying "TREISURY," I c°n ses what = fine jcb 1t
is, containing uttnmr' "Mimey" Tonn's “Cnildb
Play," indersonis"$ommorow!'s Childrer] Williamsont's,
"With Folded Hands,” snd other exseptional
stories, But it suffers from the ailment which
has made me shun all succeeding anthologies~-at
the time it was publihed half its storles were
only a year or two old.

Nevertheless, these five books: the two
Wollheims, the two Conklins, and ADVENTURES IN
TIE 4P 3raCE, constitute 2 basic library of
short sclence fiction. I have not boght any

of the several dozen hardcover anthologles which
have been issued in 1850 and 1951, and for geod
rensong: Lfve resd almost everything in them.
Granted that Galuxy has published aload of fins
stories, but 1 feel reluctant to lay out $4 fear
e bulky book containlng stories dating as far
back as October 19501

hgreed that the Galaxy anthology ls good
sathff, and it would make A hell of a splash
if published in 1960, when the earlicer 1ssues
will be scarce as 1940 LSP'8 are mow, At present,
though, I'cen't s2e anybody,but collectors
buylng it, and apparently other pcople agreac,
becruse bookdealers toll me it isn't solling.

The same goes for the aSF book, but for
different ressons: the bast of the @founélng
material has bsen picked oversand puvliisied &n
ADVENTURES IN TIME aND SPACE and so thersz'szs not
mich left for Campbell to use in his own co.lecktiom,

—el7-



SCIENCE FICTION .NTHOLOGIES(6)

The same goes for all the other anthologiies
now appearing--one 1s forced to admit that thers
was not a powerful lot of good s~f short storbes

publ§hed before 1948, and almost all of them
have been used up. Thus, the recent Heinleln
anthologhy,wwhich has been aclalmed as one of
the best, uses hardly a stpy dating before 198P.

g far as I'm eonserned, the anthology
field is dead. I haven'® bought one since 1949,
and I doubttth&t I willagaln, so long as they
consist meraly of pupl stories of the past few
years. But apparently therc is a marketvfor
them someplace, because t ¢ field is overcrowded
with them and still they come. The five anthe=
logies I've named will serve for me 1 think.

Most analysis of this kind wind up with a
prediction of somesort, so I might as welloffer
one or twos one that we will reach a positicn
were short stories are published simultaneocusly
In anthologles and magazines, or even where the
ahthologies get them firste=but it is more likely
that the end of 1953 will gsee the end o the
anthelogy craze, and tat a good many of them will
be going for reduced rates by thntvtime. Save
yout dough. '

=Bob Silverberg

OUR UNDERSTANDING ADVERTISERS
i
reoind 1t?'s easy to sin} Infact, itts
a lead pipe cinch, if you really want to be sure
of things before going into them.
-From an add in Juandry 21

What the hell are you selling, anyway?
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SOME . CONTEMRRRY
A . , ' ‘ g y
W ' r fBﬁ tﬁe Editoer

Being of sorts on a vacation, we have
lost some contoct wlth fandom except for the
chosen few who have my summer address, and the

woekly bundles of forwarded mell that plop relig#ous
1ously intoc the mallbox every iMonday morning.

I have been looking over some of the fanzines
that have been cmring in lately. Its rather frighte
ening what fandom does when one isn't looking.

For instance there's bhis inflldel Lee Riddle,
who behind my back has turned out hls last two lss-
ueg of Peon, and two of the hicest fanzines Itve
seen in a long time. Hls fonrth anniversary
1ssue, wHieh I recelved shortly before going
awey was exelent. Joyfulp I exclaimed to myself
as I surveyed it w ith an eager eye. WReally
full of meture, intresting artlicles. Mimesograph-
ed nicely. 1Itds a wonder how he can do it.

I locked over the contents page, JArticlies by
Edward Wood, Jerry Bixby, Herome Blish, and E.
Hoffman PBrice. A Yellow Cardboard cover front
and blue cardboard bacover. A nice fine tape
binding. Thirty four pages of fine mterial.

Then I get out heee in the wilds of Illinois,
and receive the next issue of PEON, "Gor", T
remark, "So sonn?" I look at the cover, this time
on a sort of mottled grmy cardboard, (I don't know
the ppoper name) and cloth taoe binding. T¢is
fellow ot does himgelf. Two fine issues in
a row. Tynen I got the real shock. He has lowered
the mice to a dime a copy. I thought of all
the fans that might want to send a dime or n dollowm
to Lee Riddle, 108 Dunham Street, Norwhich, Conn.
for some future copies., If this fellow, doesn't
watch hi ‘gself, I felt, he'll be turning out a
damn good fanzine.
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§ 1LOOKE AT S0MBE CONTEMyoRARY FrN/INZS (2)

Then there ias a chap in N.Y. who goes under
the name of Bob Silverberg.e I und-rstend he's
temporarily retired fr:n fandom for the summer,
sand I can see how he'd need to after his latest
SPACESHIP, SE4CESHiIP 18 is a blg, 28 page magezine
with a rather langthly Fortean article by
Roger Nelson. Thers were lots of other fine
artlcles and fiction, and 1t really showed up
well ageal nst # 17 the fourty page anniversary
issue. It hnad those nice thick yellow covers
front md back that have been_on those few lssues
past. I could see that 76" Monpgomery Street,
Brooklyn 13, N.Y, was golng tobe flooded with
rojuests for a SPnCLSHIP as sonn as the word
got around. . O

Then there is the much trlked about
JOURNAL OF SCISNCE FICTION. I didn't believe the
poports I18a hard untll © got » copy a short
while ago. This is a proverbinrl shot in fan-
doms arm, JOURNLL OF SCIGENCE FICTION contains
mature thoughtfularticles, and is just the type
of fanzine that fandom has a need for a present,
IX don®t think Charles Fruedenthal at 1351 Newport .v
Avey, Chicago, I1l. will have much trouble
gett'ng a 1uarter a copy for this plano-ed mag.

While looking through those forwarded-mail
bundles I came on a couple of new fanzines
that could use a little flnantal and morsl support,
For instance there i1s UsRk UNIVERSE, a first
issue put out by a florida fan, by the name
of DMFI@-Van Arnam of 1740-34th Avenue North,
St. Petersburg, Florida. Like most first issues,
1ts rather heesvy on the fiction slde. Something
whieh will be romided in the fucure Ihbpe.
There's anothervfirst issue, this one for m ly 57,
coming from Bill Kane, 2716 Smuxy Lane, Billings,
Mont. at least what 1 remember from my moil-
ing list his nome is b1l2 Kane. I #lsh some
of these editors would be kind enough to leave
their names 1lying around incnse peonle ever
wanted to send them a letter or something. siny -
way, this 2zins is half size, and has two
short stories, and a couple of othar things
that take up 10 pages. Rather poorly mimeod Itm
ﬂfl‘aid. [ la |
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I'7e gotten a couple of fahmines from
acrosz the pond lately, toc. For instance
there!s that '52 OBER.LTION PuNTLST handbook,
with fourty pages of iInformation about fan-
zines, fan clubs. exchanges, etc., &tc. Awailable
dromCapt. Kennth F. Slater, 13 Gp. R.P.C,
B.4.0.R., 29, ¢/o BPO, England.

Then there was the new Willis '2in:, Hyphen.
Ibrather upholds my opinion that Willig is finny
no natter Whés his mnns of dunlication -8, a fact
dispued by a few fans. anybody *hat “oeen‘t know ==
the mad Irishman's address by hﬂls time, ought
to be put in cold storage.

Then there's a newszine from 4. Vincent
Clarke, andH.Ken Blumer, full of news for hoth Bri.
tish ond .merican fane. ilot of humor too,
by Ciarke, wh, if I -“idr’'i kXnow i1t were impog-
soibie, seems Lo e A per nawe for Willis,
anyone intresvec can send rov a c¢opy Attw 16
Wendover Ly, Weilktugbon , Hert, ENGLLND,

Iive heon ge.ting come ope stateside 'zines,
too, 1like QU.NLRY, but anybody that doesn't
know that QUGNDRY is at it's usual exelent best,
can't be very much of a fan,

anyway, that locks like what summer fandom
1s tueninug oul, wadls I'm sort of out of contacty
Seems to ke n naw svlarpe of “anzines, and the
0ld r on«g secm tu he potting Latter. Nf coureg
you've wil heard abcut FaNU.STIC WORLDSF, so I
won't mertion musa lrar., the editors have %hraee
pages abcut it e anywaw. Aiil in all, 1 looks
like a good summz - "o fanzinses., I wonder
how many aie goli, &~ Mo plenaning ¢on reprrts?
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UNPOPULAR
CONTEST!

SOL IRVITES YOU TO BE UNPOPULLR VITH ITS EDITORI

The more unpopular you are the bigger the
prizesl

All you have to & is send us the followe-
ing peilence filled out In as many words as you
want to spare.

"I dont't like 3S0OL befensB..."

What & way to become unpopdlar, Here's
a chance to get insome nasty digs at hs,and at the
same we can find ways to improve our magazine.
If your nasty or sircere enough you my even win
a pirze in our contest. Here is a list of prizes:

1. 4 life time subscription to this magazine,
with or without bombs, «. the deitors prefer-
ance.

22 4 two year sub. to hls magazine. HNailed to you
in a handsomely bound back page along with
. your name and adress hand inscribed!

3, Third to fifth prizes, are a years subscrip-
tion to this Journal, with a genuine cancelled
two cent stamp accompanying everykthrille
packed issuel

dJuat h ink, if you've never been unpopilar
before, Bere is your golden oppoptunity. any
entry gets n free copy of this magazine. WBre
really intrested on how we can improve, and we
hope this is the best way td finmd out. Lets have
alot of serious entries into the UNPOPUL.R CONERSTL
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Small Talk from the Triper of
Lee Hoffman

The way this column works is as follows:
When I receive sn issue of SOL I reslize that
another will follow soon upon its heels and I,
like a good 1171 ¢columnist, should get in my
copy ¥fr the following issue, so I sit me down
to the triper snd press my immortel words into
8 sheet of ordinary writing psper. This is dis-
patched to Dove wvho oksy's it and returns it
with stenecils Tor me to type up the works. Well,
Deve has & bad habit of f2iling to return the
copy. Ususally I write sud ssk him whse'hoppent
to itY But this issue, Deve hes gone to great
expense to 2irmeil the stencils to me {(18¢ post~-
age due, to be exact, not to mention ths postage
he did put on the percel.}) so I suppose speed is
of the utmost, or sowe such. And now here I sit
with Dsve's steneils in the typer, no auvthorized
copy in my hends, esnd the opportunity to ssy whet
I pleese in gomedne slifefs Tuuzirne. Hen.

But I dont't think I wiil.

I'1l just comment that if people dom't stop
sending me letters =znd psckeges with 16 and 20¢
postege due on them, I'm gonna stop accepting
them. Sav, there's sn idea. You send me pock~
eges with Aollers 203 aolliars of rosuage due on
ther and no return sidress, »snd I']1l rzfuse to
gsccept them. We could drive the p.o. to bank-
rupsy. The government would heve to inevcase
its sllotment, 2nd texes would go up wué up and
then we'd all go broke snd the whole affazir would
g0 to potl

Then we slens could trke over the country.

"



CALINPE (a)%ﬂh
Picture it, The United Slans of Americs!

We could hold the smnusl conventions in the
Pentagon Building. With #11 the rooms re-ledbelled
770, we'd hnve to hold 365 dey cons. Thet
reflecting pool in front of the weshimton -
sonument could be filled with beer and we could
mount a diving bosrdéd on the monumsnt itself.
The White Heouse would
be bleck alter enough
ink-csinined fingers
touched the wcodwerk.
And the Cepitcl build~
ing would rzke an em-
1. preseive pddress for

- publisihing offices.

We could toss all of
_ those 0ld prpers out
-3 of the governwent l1i-
G) . breries snd archives,
1 &nd keep fanzine aud
x| prozine collections
there instesd. ,ﬁ

Grent would be ripped out of Grent's Tomb,
and Tucksr incivalled. The TN bhnhldings could
be given over ©o2 1% sand other won-siateside
fens g for temporary or parmznans habltation,
es they choose. The Iincoln Mzmeyisl could
be changed to the Ackerman demorial, anrnd ss
mentloned. the ¥eshingtcn Monumen®t would ke
& fine tower for e lelng borrd, rnd could be
dediceted 1o licrgsn Botts. _

Art kopp, himself, of
g course would be recall-
o ed 2nd put in chimvgs of

the milits ITY. (SR
\\\f servi-fens could rake
up. *he mllitprv staff and direct the activities
of the Ammed lorces, The neture of those sct-
ivities would be decided by the revived Actitity
kequlrement Plsn of the NIF.

g 10
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I might sugwvest that ¢ detetchment of
Msrines be assigned to psatrolling conventions
gend protecting pure-hearted fans from thst
certein refugee from e belfry. And the Navy
might take over the departmeat of 1liguid re-
freshments, nnless the TVA could hrndle it
better. r

If he wouldn't object to working with
f-a-n-s, F.T.Ipney might be o good nmsn for
postel inspector. And kedd Boggs would be
a fine editor far the Congressionsl Ekecord,

Since our govepnment of the people,by
the sl=ns,end for the slens would necessarily
be = dictntorshlp. we could tske over the
publieation of pro-zines #nd put in someone,
sy Mex Kersler, to operrie snd okey rll of
them.

A Council composed of kuss ¥stkins, Ken
Belle, Cherles Burbee, #~rion Brzdley end
Scm moskowitz, would be in cherge of subversive
investigstions...to make sure that there was
no non-frn sctivity underway in sny part of
our greet - nation.

A geners]l migration might be called for
too. The SCIENCE-Ifiction frsms all move to ome
part of the counsry, the science FICTION fans
to the opposite part, snd » thin strip of =zzznaw
science~féction fens in the middle to prevent
friction.

0f course all fenzines woubhd be government
subsidized rnd =1l fans would receive a comfort-
eble living sllowsnce,

Of eourse there pre » few amall difficulties,
like whet to #o with Rubert Bloch. But these
would eventuzlly be ironed out.

% % %

Sperking of postage, how does the post
office decide whether toH send +n item on
postege due, 0¥ %o retura 1t morked insuffic-
ient postege, whew it hr= a return sddress?

-
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Heve you tried Gugh! The cigsret which

is strénger, much stron§er?
L 1 E Y

Fens sre.pretty notorious-for the number
of projects that start without finishi#ng them
up. But Shelby Vick has pulled off %AW With
The Crew zslmost single-hnndedly snd done a
really g0od job of it. Of course without a
number of fine people, especislly Menly Banls-
ter snd some others, who have contributed bvoth
sbove end beyond the call of Auty, he couldn't
heve done it. But the driving force has ell
been supplied by Shelby.

I remember when the ider of Big Ponding
Eis.t ceme up. Shel snd 1 hsd been wirespond=-
ing for some months, end we tolked of the "
possibility of seénding wires to WAW. Then the
ides of bringing WAW to the wires crme up. I
wes both optimisticaii¥z snd skepticel. Shel
wes merely determined.

Ye feltcodnt WAW himself with cssusl comments
gnd then Shelby begsn the cempsign. Lpnd ot Chi-
cego we'll see its climsx, It's & wonderful
e¥omple of fon cooperstion, sperked by Shelby
Viek, end supported by you.

¥ 3 3

Curiocuser snd curisipser sre allusiouns to
s~f moybe on rsdic. Mor instrnce the mention of
The Illustrsted den on the Fibber McGee end aolly
show, and Bob snd key's mention of Hugo Gerns~
bacd; which.tho it could be due to thet gentle-
merd:s connection with redio, might have other

4§H§§es.

Lnd likewise interesting, tho not surpris-
ing or unususl is thet fzct thet the bookshelves
of seversl members of the EC comics art stafl
gere lined with aS¥, Goloxy snd MOF&SE.

-
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CAMPRELL I AIKES
EM 100!

Gerry de¢ la Reo

John ¥, Cnmphollts Fantasy Press hook, "Tho
moon Is H:11", has beoen out a yerr now. ‘then I
first rend 1t I notic:d n glaring c¢rror inthe
chronological ord r of ovents, an c¢rror that, to
the boest of my knowledge, has not bosn menti ned
in any promag or frpzine review of th¢ book. Iwm
cortain, howcver, tinrt many resnd.rs must heve
noticed t. !

For tiosc who hnv: not rund tho hook, it 1s
the story of the memburs of the flrst successful
cxpldition; the story of their w.it for s relief
ghip. Thc y»rn ls told by Campbell in diary form,
with c¢ach cassage datoe. .

On vage 88, und~r th2 Qctobuar B entry, Campbell
Inserted the following stostement in parsntheosiae

.8 a matter of fret, the reli:f ship was
oven then appronaching completion, fer checd
of tho time the men folt thay could expect
it. 1Indend, frer ~h:-d of thc schadule of
york laid out, But, 1llk: »11 sfforts to
rollove thoe expedition, tt wns hondled vith
regongummate blund ring. Vhen the shiy was
actually completed near the e¢nd of November,
1t was guddunly dlscovered th-t thueroe were f
ne trained rocket plol&sson Z-rth! Th-y hadd
to be tralned in the néw rellef ship! The
inevitable results was that in t e first
veek of December, the ship orashed heavily,
fifty mliles from Mojave., It toUw menwly two
weeks to move vmipment to it and sel s« ..
and s month and & h»lf wouRd stbill te needay
to repalr 1t."

On page 104, in the November 14 entry, Camphell
_wriltes: : . 4
L .“_



CoMPBELi, ATnsd Tim Tu0! (2)

", n enswer has been received, It is fragment-
ary, ba teemendously encouraging. T, e first
qord from Zarth in over two yesrs! ...This
message ‘vas repeated seversl tines, with sub-
se juent filling in of mis-ing letters, and
extension. Ve lesrn that the rekusf ship
Puilt has crashedddue to lack of competant
rocket piolts....This is bad newd, as it will
be some we«ks before the ship csn be repsired,
and at least a month or more tefore any man
can attempt to cross space in her,"

It doesn't take a genins to n.ute the confilce
tlon in the sbove ststements. In one Camphell
scys the ship was completed late 1in November and
crashed th first week of December. Still, on
November 14 a messase snnou¢cing that the shilp
has alresdy crashed -- soume three we:2ks ahead of
schedulef! s i 3
~Gerry de la Ree

=



; g 3
: i Sl b ’g’
ey % rd ,
¥ o 37 i, 2 3 t ; H N
{ Nt z “f Toowetnt e
¥ §

&

£
i
&

by, Johnie Henderson

(It occured to me that it wight sound rather ego-
tistical of me to ftalk tco much about myself. So,
naturally, the thing to do is get someone ELSE to
tell everyone about me, Now, wanting this =211 to
be a surprise to me as well as anyone else, I shall
make like a vheel and turn -~ turn this over to
Johnie Henderscn and turn my back until. it appears
in 30E, = SSCMETc™)

Shelihy Vigk iz a finey overworiked zined! He has
parscmaiity,; humor, icoks, woney (gad, I didn't

know tomt, Vielr) artisgtic ability, writing abile
ity, ekating ability, bladb ability, and ability
abllity. g

He is the brilliant creator of puffing.
He is the great, wonderful, sharp minded, bril-
liant person vho --

S0BT Sniff. 2

L I can’t go on,
Vick ole buwm, er, cruwm, uh, chum YOU cheanskate
you, I will NOT lead these lost...things...astray .
(for only two bhits, at that.)
Vick 1s a rat, a
bum, & space trawmp, a planet skipper, a solar
jeil hird, a HUMAY!

(A11 dnnstiong of bad adjec-
tives, concerning Vieck, are kindly appreciated.
Please send to Vick's-A-Bum Campaign, &/6 your
local A~Buwm 8helter. Our slogan: Viek's a dope
without any hope.)


until.it

ML EVILS UF N TBLL AIMG.

= By the Bditor
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Ngw that SOL has seen pne year of fan publlshe
ing, I feel perhaps experienced enough, to glve
edvige to those resders among you who are not
yetffan publighers. Although I am far from a
veteran In the fleld, T .am equally as far from
a beginner. The purpose of this article is,
if you-haven't guessed already, to show the evils
of fan publishing, and perhaps to discourage the
less foolhardy ameong you from publishing that
megazine you've planned for so long.
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I don't think anyone has seriously condemmed
fan publsshing, no fan at least. It has been
reguarded by most as the quigk st way to become
e BNF, and to get tie. mogt egoboo. . However,
few of the fanzlnes sever get those two things
that 1ts publisher sasks mogt of it. It umally
folds before the third issuwe., The editor, sadder
but wiser, follows the advise written in large
bold letters on the wail, Give it up. Maybe
I cansave some  these futures ed tors from
alot of trouble physical exertion, and ego-de-
flation, it they listen to this article,
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There are two important essentisls inthe
production of a fanzine. JA means of reproduc-
tidtn and mterial. Neither of these may be
by-passed. Materiszal is not nessicarily hasier
toget, but it's less expensive. T, e means 6f
duplication ean range from hand written fanzines
(which, do exslst) to printed ones., The means
you choogeidepends alot on how much of a
sucess your fanzine will be. Mimeoing isxoffcoyrse
tho mm t common medium., If we sssume that this
young editor has aguirred a mimeograph, and has
begged, some material off of some fens and
is rendy for his first isaue, we may algo assume
another thing, that his f#st issue will probably
be miserable. 1
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‘There are severdl valid reasons for this.
He doe gnft no a h«ng about how to run the
mimeograph. Even followlng instructions to
the letter will only.help asiight amount.
The most common mistake:in mimeoing is placing
paper to far away from the mouth off the machine,
which results in a constantly Aryty roller.
This unnerves the fan to no great end. T,e
fact that every bhr sheet misses the rollers,
and thd hb muat thke the machine apart to get
at 1t and wipe it off, is maddntng. He elther
handxfeeds it or lets offests ape ar on the
backof the page. He eventries moving the sheets
up. He 1s fooled, because the page doesn'y
start then until the middle of the pager.
His first issue therefe e will be extremely
poor from the duplication standpoint. Almost
all first issues ever published stand as
mt e praoof of this statement.

- Now ns for material, it will probably

be mostly wrltten by himself. Thele&ters he
geflds to BNF's will probably be ignored because
of thekr fuggheadedness. He may get a few les-
ser known fans to conribute, and a few of his
fannish fr&énds. His first issue, like all

fir st issues, will be loaded down with fiction.
This is natural since fhetionis easy to get,

as most fanwditors are trylng constantly to get
rdd of it.

Now you ean get n full ldea of the Birst
issue, Poorly reproduted, contalnipg an excess

of fiction. Commonly calldd in fancircles
a crud zine.,

Naturally te fan willsed sample copl es of
his first issue to sveryone he has ever heard f6f.
Ho wlll probably get a couple of replies, none
favorablle. A BNP might answer him, if hels
feeling in a particularly nasty mood. He might
hit »_fevorable reply, but tt isn't too likely. -
His ego is . Adsflated considerably. He has heen
seeking egoboo, perheps expecting it, amd gets
Just the opposite. He has spent a good deal
of - time and effort on a project no one has
appreiciated. It is probable that thecedltor
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will cesse publishing his magazine by the third
1ssue, If however, he has guts, he may continue
and may in e couple of years time make a sucess
out of his fanzinejhespends alot of time trying
to bury earlier issues of his publication.
Almost any fan editor will tell you hefd keve
11ke to start publishing with abut his third or
fourth 1ssues So those are some of the éwkls
of fan publishing, well reslly, only one of
the evils, ego-deflation. e
Another evilis the fact that 1§ employeces
& hellish amount of time. Thisslisn t :bad 1f
you enojoy your work, but to the beginner
1t's not enjoyment to ruin almost evry sheet
of paper ym try and feed the mchine, Even
if you do reacha state where you enjoy puhlishe
ing, 1t doesnert auntomatically stop fan pubflsh-
ing from taking up time. It tends to draw you
away from your persore l repponalbilityes. It
may (if your attending college or high school)
detrect seriously from your studiess

Fan publslishing is not nessiesrily
expensive in relation to some other hobbles,
but it doces consume a certain amou t of money.
Money that could be spent on something else,
It costs n considerable amou t to maintiain
a fanzine onany sort a schedule as far as
finances are concerned.

It is Bxceedingly diffanlt to secure
material for every issue snd maintain a par
of quality or quantity. That's why so many
Rapazines fold after a year or two of publication.
Just think, fanzines h=ve been puhlighed for
20 yesrs. There must have been thousands
and tk~usands of igsues put out, with three or
four articles in each issue., A4t that rate it
won't be long untlil wve run out of things to
wrise about. Anyway, malntalning a par ol guality
1s just as hard as getting one.
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Despite tk varioms pitfalls and evils
mentioned fans become Tanedjitors at an inecreas-
ing rate year . .after year. There.seems there -
is no limit to the amount of crudzines that
flow daily into a fan's mailbox. Perhaps
this article will help to, =23 I a=id before,
lessen the amount of erudzines annually appear=
Ing. 4nd yet, one must keep in mind that .
some of these crudzines may some day be worth-
while fanzines..: T 2t one fan editor out of many
may meake smnecthing out of his fanzine. Perhaps
1ts worth it to suffer through alot of c:ud
with the hepe that one of these !'zines will
someday make the grade. That something be
done about it is of course ridiculous. Perhaps
by simply ignoring them until they become
good fanzines is the best policy. Maybe It
wrong about the evils of fan publsihing, and
maybe, o e to lack of time I haven't made my
ppint as clear as 1t should be, Maybe I've
suceeded in pointing out a few reasons for not
putting out a fanzine. Maybe you can give me '
a few why I should,

The End
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"Something ag deeply rooted as a tendency
towards baldnmess"
-From an editar ial in IF by
Paul W. Fairman,
What the hell's so deep -rootsd sbout thht?
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